
1

Towards a Research Information Network

Simon Porter - eScholarship Research Centre
eResearch Australasia 2008

The theme of this presentation

The Context:
There are some visionary initiatives currently underway (national 

and local) to enable researchers to:

Collaborate more effectively over greater distances
Better manage and share data
Generally to better leverage the possibilities of technology and
increase our research productivity 

The Argument:
In order to maximize the potential of these changes, we need to 

think holistically, and consider how the broader University 
Community (including University Administration) interacts with, 
and benefits from this new infrastructure for research.
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The Content: A tale of two convergent Information 
infrastructures

Data Storage

Collaboration Tools

HPC

Digitization

Building Communities

Attracting quality 
Students

Outreach

A subset of  ANDS goals: towards an Australian 
Data Commons 

A national data management environment exists in which 
Australia s research data reside in a cohesive network of 
research repositories within an Australian data 
commons

Significantly more Australian research data is routinely 
deposited into stable, accessible and sustainable data 
management and preservation environments

Researchers can find and access any relevant data in the 
Australian data commons

Australian researchers are able to discover, exchange, 
reuse and combine data from other researchers and other 
domains within their own research in new ways
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ANDS Collections Registry

Source: http://www.pfc.org.au/pub/Main/Data/TowardstheAustralianDataCommons.pdf

ANDS Collections Registry

http://www.pfc.org.au/pub/Main/Data/TowardstheAustralianDataCommons.pdf
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Discovery via relationships

Discovery via relationships
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